
Coat Hanger ROV
A simple version of a remotely-operated vehicle 

Keep  in  mind  the  things  every  ROV  needs:

1.  Structure
2.  Flotation
3.  Ballast
4.  Power
5.  Propulsion
6.  Control
7.  Navigation

Parts:

Plastic  coat  hanger
One  electric  6  or  12-­volt  motor  

10  feet  of  telephone  wire
Duct  tape
Pipe  insulation
One  9V  battery

Instructions:

1.  Hold  the  coat  hanger  so  that  the  “hook”  is  pointing  down.  Place  it  in  water  and  see  what  happens.  Does  it  

straight  up-­and-­down  at  or  just  below  the  surface  of  the  water.

  

propeller  spins.  



Questions  to  answer:

coat hanger

foam

bolts/screws

wire

battery

motor

snap connector

propeller

Keep  in  mind  the  things  every  ROV  needs:

1.  Structure
2.  Flotation
3.  Ballast
4.  Power
5.  Propulsion
6.  Control
7.  Navigation



To  build  this  ROV  at  home:

-­

Usually  available  in  stores  or  online  at  www.radioshack.com
$5.99

Usually  available  in  stores  or  online  at  www.radioshack.com
$2.99

Propeller

$1.20
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-­
dent,  you  can  check  this  out  from  Wisconsin’s  Water  Library

International  ROV  Competition

-­

competition.

Building  the  Water  Generation  ROV  Competition

-­

Open  ROV

www.openrov.com

Build  Your  Own  ROV  Online  Activity

-­

seagrant.wisc.edu


